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TAKE A STAND





Purposes


To motivate students through controversy


To give students a purpose for reading


To use students’ experience base to involve them in new learning





Process


Identify the main points students are to grapple with in a reading, video, or other source.


Create five to ten statements related to those points.  Some of the statements should be true and others false.  Display the statements on an overhead, chart, or individual handouts.


When each statement is read, either by the students or the teacher, the students record their responses on their statement sheet or use another means to express their opinion such as signal cards with “AGREE” on one side and “DISAGREE” on the other.


After students have taken a stand on the statements, but before they read the material, discuss the pros and cons of each statement so that students hear rationales for varying positions.


Students then consult the information source.  As they work, students record information or note location of information which refers to, supports, or contradicts the position.


The lesson can be continued in a variety of ways.  In follow-up discussion, students can discuss what surprised them, what they learned, and continue to cite other sources of information which presents different perspectives.





Variations:





Exclusion Brainstorming


Facts and Folklore


Anticipation Guide


Personal Opinion Guide








EXCLUSION BRAINSTORMING


	


           Purposes


To predict and set a focus for learning


To find out what students think they know about a topic


To build skills for analyzing possible connections





Process


Write a topic on the chalkboard.  Under the topic, write a series of words, including:





		some words that clearly fit the topic


		others that clearly do not fit the topic


		and others that are ambiguous





Students identify which words they think fit the topic by drawing a line through those that are not related and drawing a circle around those they think are related.





Students then explain or discuss why they chose the way they did.





Students then explore the topic by reading, viewing, or visiting.





Students compare their predictions to their findings.





Hints


If the group is small or not yet skilled in the brainstorming process, this method is especially productive because the teacher does the list-making and students systematically build skills.





Students may learn to develop these lists for their classmates to respond to.  This learning experience would be a good one as an extension and enrichment activity.








PERSONAL OPINION GUIDE


�for





Where The Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls





Before Reading:  Read each of the statements below and decide whether you agree with the statement or not.  If you agree, put a “ + “ (plus mark) on the space under the BEFORE READING column.  If you disagree, put a “ – “ (minus mark) on the space.  Use your personal experience, knowledge, and opinions to make your decision.  After you have completed all statements, read the statements again with a partner and explain why you agree or disagree with each other.





Before								            After


Reading								          Reading


__________		1.  Dogs belong in the country.			__________


	


__________		2.  Parents should respect their children. 		__________





__________		3.  Children can be cruel. 				__________





__________		4.  There is value in setting personal goals.		__________





__________		5.  Don’t set goals, then you won’t be disappointed.	__________





__________		6.  Brothers and/or sisters are nothing but trouble.  	__________





__________		7.  Superstitions can help us make decisions.		__________ 





__________		8.  Deciding what is right is sometimes difficult.	__________





__________		9.  Having pets is a lot of work.			__________





__________		10.  A good deed is only worth doing if you get 	__________


			       recognition for doing it.





Now read the book.  Look for issues in the story that are relevant to these statements.





After Reading:  Re-read the statements and mark your responses in the AFTER REAING column.  You and your partner will compare your reactions and discuss your selections based on your interpretation of the story.  Relate how the decisions you made before reading may now have changed and why.
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